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Islamophobia Register Australia urges all Australians to reject division

TUESDAY 16 April 2024. Sydney, Australia

The Islamophobia Register Australia (The Register) extends its deepest condolences to the victims,
family members and all those affected by the tragic mass stabbing incident at Bondi, Sydney on
Saturday afternoon. The Register also extends its deepest condolences to the Church community of
the Wakely’s Christ The Good Shepherd Church and the Assyrian community more broadly, after a
shocking incident at the Church last night where four people including a Bishop were alleged to have
been stabbed.

Law enforcement has not yet provided clarity on the motive of either of these terrible incidents and
the Register will not speculate. However, the Register was deeply concerned after the Bondi attack at
the level of Islamophobic and anti-semitic speculation that occurred. Such accusations were baseless
and caused further social damage and suspicion to an already grieving and frightened society.
Information later emerged that in fact a Muslim security guard was killed in the course of trying to
protect the public from the attacker.

In the wake of this latest Church attack we are seeing further divisiveness and hate-filled rhetoric.
There is absolutely no place in Australia for hatred towards any religious group — whether it be against
Muslims, Christians or Jews. All of these forms of hatred are corrosive and divisive and must be called
out. The Register’s Executive Director Sharara Attai stated:

“Both of these incidents are horrific and occurred at places where everyone should feel safe. Our
prayers are with all the victims and loved ones of both incidents. The rise in divisive rhetoric that
we’re seeing as a result of these attacks is deeply troubling and we urge everyone to remain calm and
avoid hate towards any group.”

The Register encourages all Australians to reject division and come together and support one another
in these difficult times. The Register also encourages the community to cooperate with law
enforcement and first responders as they try to keep the public safe in the coming days.

These events were abhorrent and the Register acknowledges the impact they are having on many
Australians. The Register encourages any struggling Australians to seek mental health support.
Relevant services include Lifeline: 13 11 14 and Hayat Line (service for Australian Muslims): 1300 993
398
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About the Islamophobia Register Australia

The Register is a not-for-profit organisation that has been leading the tracking and tackling of
Islamophobia across Australia since its launch in 2014. It provides a secure and reliable online
reporting platform that captures nation-wide data and offers first-hand support to victims of
Islamophobia. The Register has published four academic reports on Islamophobia in Australia and
more recently a media report examining post October 7 2023 media coverage of Israel-Gaza. In
addition to its reporting platform, victim support services and academic research, the Register also
provides education and training on Islamophobia and engages in policy and law reform. Having
expanded its board and appointed an inaugural Executive Director in December 2022, the Register
has since grown its operations to take its work and influence to the next level.

Its operating model has been commended and replicated by multiple other marginalised groups who
have approached the Register to support them in the establishment of their own reporting models.
This includes the First Nations Racism Register, ‘Call it Out’ founded by the National Justice Project
and the Jumbunna Institute. The Register was also invited to provide evidence at the Disability Royal
Commission who are looking to make formal recommendations to create a similar organisation to
track and tackle disability hate.
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